Week 5

Hacktivism in Art



Political Art

- Typically uses news or media as a vehicle
- Remember Ant Farm “Car Crash”?



Yes Men, NY Post (Special Edition),
2009

https://vimeo.com/6676567
Typically media driven

Often pretend to be people
Introduce sensationalism based in reality



Nam June Paik, TV Buddha, 1974




Nam June Paik

e "Our life is half natural and half technological.
Half-and-half is good. You cannot deny that
high-tech is progress. We need it for jobs. Yet
if you make only high-tech, you make war. So
we must have a strong human element to
keep modesty and natural life."



Nam June Paik, Electronic
Superhighway, 1995
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Phillips, Universal Remote, 1985




Mitch Altman, TV-B-Gone 2004




Anonymous

* Using hacktivism typically more for political
purposes that art



Guerrilla Art

- Public places
- Can be political, and often is
- Remember RTMark with “Barbie Liberation”?



Banksy, New York, 2008




http://0100101110101101.org/home/
lifesharing/index.html
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All Your Base Are Belong To Us

* http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gltugh-
fFgg



Yarn Bombing




Limor Fried, black box art, 2002

Selected feedback on my work

Ms. Fried --

Not having any input from you about the incident on Dec. 5th, in
spite of repeated efforts to meet with you, I have to make a decision
in this matter based solely on the Campus Police report.

Youwr "art project," a black metal box with wires protruding from it,
was discovered by the Campus Police attached to a girder in East
Garage in the early morning hours of December 5, 2002. A note
attached to it described as a Course 6 EE art project, a questionable
claim as art is not usually associated with electrical engineering.
The Campus Police tried to contact you at the email address on the
note but, receiving no answer, removed it from public view, to
prevent panic by anyone who might have thought it was a bomb.

It appears that you either disregarded the likelihood that someone
might be frightened thinking it was a bomb or you intended to cause
that reaction. That is not acceptable behavior at MIT. It is
fortunate that the Campus Police discovered and removed it before
that could happen, but that good fortune does not exonerate you.

Accordingly, I am issuing this written warning to you. You have a
disciplinary record as a result of this incident for one semester.

If you have no further incidents between now and next June, then your
record will be expunged.

I am willing to reconsider this decision if you come and talk to me.

Carol Orme-Johnson
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Dead Drops

e https://vimeo.com/48025124#




Original Blinkin’ lights




~2001
Blinkin Lights,
CCC,
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Graffiti Research Labs, LED Throwies,
~2008

How To on Instructibles: http://www.instructables.com/id/E9D2ZJ3FGOEP286JEJ/
http://www.graffitiresearchlab.com/blog/projects/led-throwies-ii/#video



GRL, Rotterdam, 2007
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How To + Source Code! http://www.muonics.net/blog/index.php?postid=15

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFWcAkxzkv4




FATTT LAB, Universal Construction Kit

http://fffff.at/




Hardware Debugging

e Check for common mistakes first (is your wire
really in pin 5?)

* |syour board set correctly in the IDE?
 TX and RX LEDs on your Arduino



Software Debugging

The Serial monitor is your friend!
Protocol which your Arduino communicates

Watch for errors

Serial.print statements:

— Serial.begin(9600);

— Serial.print (“I’'m working”);
— Serial.print (“I’'m broken”);
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To the Arduino cam!



Make sure your libraries are properly
installed

Look for .h and .cpp error

http://www.pjrc.com/teensy/
td libs OneWire.htm| (How to: Mac)

PC: ArduinoSketchDirectory/libraries

On a PC you may need to create the folder



Whitespace?



Stuck?

* Sleep

* Use the Google Groups for questions



Next Week

* Midterms are DUE

* Bring them to lecture (Tuesday)

* |f you do not bring your midterm to lecture
yvou will not receive a grade!



Next Week

We will meet in a different room

SME 330



Midterms are DUE

1) Art project (10 points)

2) Code you used to run your art uploaded to
Pastebin (6 points)

3) Artists Statement (4 points)

4) Journal entries about your creative
solutions and failures in your piece (marked as
separate parts of your grade)

Paper Journals must be turned in with your
midterm!



Pastebin

e http://pastebin.com/




Update your blogs

* | will be grading blogs starting on the 8t of
November — make sure your blog is up to date
before Nov. 8th!

e Paper journals — You must turn them in with
your Midterm on Nov. 6th



